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TUCSON MAN SENTENCED TO 108 MONTHS IN FEDERAL PRISON FOR
ASSAULTING FEDERAL OFFICERS AND TRANSPORTING ILLEGAL ALIENS

TUCSON, Ariz. – Mark Andrew Lopez, 49, of Tucson, was sentenced on November 18,
2009, to 108 months in federal prison by U.S. Chief Judge John M. Roll.  Lopez was found guilty by
a federal jury on September 4, 2009, of four counts of transportation of illegal aliens for profit and two
counts of assault on a federal officer with a deadly weapon. 

On January 6, 2009, Lopez failed to yield to a traffic stop initiated by a U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service officer near milepost 24 on State Route 286 in Arizona. The officer pursued the
vehicle and during the pursuit,  Lopez  attempted to swerve into the officer’s vehicle, forcing the
officer to slow down to avoid a collision. The pursuit continued northbound toward Tucson. 

At the intersection of Old Nogales Highway and Valencia Road, while Lopez was stopped
at a red light, a U.S. Border Patrol agent approached the vehicle’s  driver side door on foot. Lopez
turned his vehicle toward the agent and accelerated, forcing the agent to jump back to avoid being hit.
Border Patrol agents eventually apprehended Lopez at the corner of Irvington Road and Park Road.
A search of Lopez’s vehicle revealed four undocumented aliens lying down in the back seat and cargo
area of the vehicle. 

Lopez  was sentenced to 108 months for the two counts of assault on a federal officer and
to  36 months for the four counts of transportation of illegal aliens for profit. The sentences will run
concurrently. 

The investigation in this case was conducted by the U.S. Border Patrol, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and U.S. Customs and Border Protection.  The prosecution was handled by Serra M.
Tsethlikai and Joseph W. Hanley, Assistant U.S. Attorneys, District of Arizona, Tucson.
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